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Also he was to watch at the foot of the hazel tree till seven
serpents came out; he was to let the six pass but the seventh
he was to put in a bottle and bring to the doctor. The drover
went and cut some boughs from the hazel tree. Then he
watched at the hole ; six brown and barred serpents came
out; he let them pass ; last came a white snake, which he
bottled up and carried to the doctor. The two make a fire
with the hazel sticks and put the snake in a pot to boil. The
drover is ordered not to let the steam escape, so he wraps
paper round the pot lid. But steam begins to come out at
one place, so the drover, thinking to push the paper down,
puts his finger to the place, and then his finger to his mouth,
for it was wet with the bree ; and " lo ! he knew everything,
and the eyes of his mind were opened ". Presently the doctor
came back, lifted the lid, put his finger in the steam and
sucked it. But the virtue had gone out of it, and he saw
that the drover had tasted it. " Since you have taken the
bree of it, take the flesh too," said he in a rage, and flung
the pot at him. So the drover was allwise and became a great
doctor.1
The idea that the magic serpent, whose flesh imparts a
knowledge of the language of animals and plants, is to be
found under a hazel tree occurs also in Germany,2 where
indeed, as we have seen, the serpent is often called the
1 J. F. Campbell, Popular Tales of     mouth ; a gift of omniscience was the
the West Highlands, ii. p. 361 sqq*     result (ib. p. 362 sq.). From such cases
In   Chambers'  Popular Rhymes  of     of wisdom acquired by sucking the
Scotland^ p. 77 sqq., a similar story     fingers, Liebrecht (Gervasius von Til-
(but without the hazel) is told of Sir     bury> p. 156) ingeniously proposed to
James Ramsay of Barnff, how by suck-     explain the Egyptian Harpocrates, who
ing his fingers, which he had burned     was  represented  sitting  on  a  lotus
in cooking a white serpent for his     flower with his finger in his mouth,
master, he found that his eyes were     Compare Callaway, Religious System
opened and  he  could  see  through     of the Amazulu^ pp. 290 note, 381.
everything;   so he became a great
doctor because " he could clearly see         2 Sepp. Altbayerischer Sagenschats,
what was wrang in folk's insides ".     p. 615; compareTfahxi,Herabkunftdes
Again Gilleadha became a famous     Feuersf p. 201 sq.   In the Tyrol, on
doctor in much the same way (Camp-     the contrary, it is said that snakes do
bell, op. cit. ii. p. 366).   Again some     not lurk under hazel bushes (Zingerle,
giants bade Fingal roast a fish for     Sitten, Brauche und Meinungen de$
them, threatening to kill him if he     Tiroler Volkes? No. 886).   In Sweden
burned it.   Seeing that one small spot     it is thought that snakes lose their
was burning he put his finger on it     poison by contact with a hazel (Kuhn,
and then put his burned finger in his     op. cit. p. 202).